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penitently followed you to Nanking in order to await a punish-
ment befitting the crime. I shall accept even death if beneficial
to my country. Do not let sentiment or friendship deter you
from dealing with me as I deserve."
COLONEL-GENERAL BL VON SEECKT
Colonel-General H. von Seeckt, who reorganised the German
Reichswehr after the war, died suddenly in Berlin at the age
of seventy. He resigned in 1926 over a constitutional issue. He
had allowed Prince Wilhelm of Prussia, the eldest son of the
Crown Prince, to serve for a short time in privileged conditions
in the gth Infantry Regiment for a period of manoeuvres. This
was felt to raise an issue whether the power of the State should
rest with the Reichswehr or the Reichstag, and since Herr
Gessler, the War Minister, took a firm stand, the general was
obliged to resign.
Monday 28                                    A RECORD CHRISTMAS POST
This year the Post Office dealt with over two hundred million
letters and about five and a half million parcels on 23 and 24
December.
Tuesday 29                                          HIGH BOMBING RANGES
The R.A.F. has now been provided with seven new ranges
for' bombing practice from great heights, and six others are
planned. Bombing from high ranges is difficult. With a fast
bomb the laying of the course and the steadying of the aeroplane
must be completed some miles from the target. Practice bombs
fall at the rate of 500 feet a second, and travel forward as they
fall at about the same speed as the aeroplane from which they
are released. From an aeroplane travelling at 200 miles an hour
at a height of 25,000 feet a bomb will take fifty seconds to
reach the ground and will have travelled forward about three
miles. For accurate bombing the bomb-aimer and the pilot
must have discovered their target at a range of at least six miles.
SPAIN
The German ship Palos, which was detained at Bilbao some days
ago by the Spanish Government, has now been released, at the
demand of the German cruiser Konigsberg. The Spanish citizen
who was on board was taken away, as well as part of the cargo.
GENERAL CHIANG KAI-SHEK
General Chiang Kai-shek, on returning to Nanking, form-
ally tendered his resignation, but the political Council said that
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